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HRD’S 4 LETTERS TO AVOID PRIVILEGE NOTICE
Irani Didn’t Err: Babus say Dattatreya Should
have Spoken to HRD Minister Instead of Writing

Aman.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: HRD minister Smriti
Traniisexpectedtociteasetof rulesin
defence of the four letters her minis-
try wrote to the Hyderabad Central
University, following Bandaru
Dattatreya’s letter to her office. The
labour minister’s letter triggered a
chain of events that ended with Dalit
researcherRohith Vemula’ssuicide.
A senior government functionary
questioned Dattatreya’sletter. “There
was no need for Dattatreya to write a
letter...he could have spoken to the
HRD minister if he had an issue,” a
senior leader told ET. Officials said
the HRD ministry had just followed
the Central Secretariat Manual of
Office Procedure on correspondence
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The HRD ministry just followed
the Central Secretariat Manual
of Office Procedure on corre-

spondence from MPs/VIPs. In event of
noncompliance, bureaucrats may at-
tract Parliament’s privilege notice

h

from MPs/VIPs. In event of noncom-
pliance, bureaucrats may attract
Parliament’s privilege notice.
Dattatreya’sletterto Iranion August
17, complained against “casteist, ex-
tremist and anti-national politics™ of
Ambedkar Students Union. “The let-
terwastobereplied within 30 days, by
September 16 in thiscase, and since it

g

Government officials

wasaddressed to the minister should
have beenreplied by the minister/sec-
retary. HRD bureaucrats hence fol-
lowed it up,” an official said. An email
wassentto theuniversity registraron
September 3 by Ramji Pandey, an un-
der-secretary in the HRD ministry;
askingforissuesraised by Dattatreya
tobe “examined” and “facts intimat-
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ed” to the ministry “to enable us to
submitreplytoMoS (Dattatreya).”

“No communique asked for action to
be taken on Dattatreya’s letter; only
facts were queried so that HRD could
reply to Dattatreya,” an official said.
Although the subject line of the letter
was: ‘Anti-national activities in
Hyderabad Central University
Premises — violent attack on
Nandamam Susheel Kumar, ABVP
president,’ the official said it was a
standard bureaucraticwayof framing
a subject, based on content cited in
Dattatreya’s letter to Irani.” This was
followed by three more letters, the last
two to the V-C by HRD deputy secre-
tary SK Ghildiyal, as there was nore-
sponse. A reply finally came on
January 7, detailingthe chronology of
eventsand action taken.
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11 T: HC refuses to interfere

http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/bangalore/iit-hc-refuses-to-interfere/article8126942.ece

Observing that it can’t interfere in policy decisions, the High Court of Karnataka on Tuesday dismissed a PIL
petition, which had questioned grant of an Indian Institute of Technology to Dharwad instead of Raichur.

A Division Bench comprising acting Chief Justice Subhro Kamal Mukherjee and Justice Ravi Malimath passed
the order, while dismissing the petition filed by Citizens Action Forum, Raichur, and others. The petitioners had
contended that the 11T should have been established in Raichur and an Indian Institute of Management (I11M) in
Dharwad as per recommendations of the late D.N. Nanjundappa committee. However, the Bench pointed out
that the recommendations of the Nanjundappa committee were not binding on the State government, and
moreover courts cannot interfere in the policy decision of the government to set up 11T in Dharwad.

“What is Hyderabad-Karnataka, Bombay-Karnataka and Madras-Karnataka? Karnataka is one... That is why it
is said Bharatha Jananiya Tanujate...[in the State’s anthem],” the acting Chief Justice reacted orally when

counsel for the petitioner argued that the decision of setting up 11T in Dharwad had hurt the interests of people
of backward regions such as Hyderabad-Karnataka.

1'T-Kgp opens research option for greenhorns

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey | TNN | Jan 19, 2016, 11.05 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IIT-Kgp-opens-research-option-for-

greenhorns/articleshow/50635105.cms

Kolkata: Innovation and research have always been strong points of lIT-Kharagpur but the premier institute isn't resting
on its laurels. It has now decided to raise the bar from the next academic session, when first-year students will be
allowed to bring their concepts to M N Farooqui Innovation Centre, which has been established after alumnus Arjun
Malhotra gave S1 million fund to his alma mater to incubate ideas, for whetting.

Till now, students were allowed to tinker with ideas only after completing their postgraduation. But the system did not
tap the potential of most of the students as they used to leave the campus with a job from campus recruitment.

However, things are going to change from this year. If the research panel finds ideas interesting, even first-year students
will be mentored and taken on board for a long-term research project, which can then be developed into an
entrepreneurial venture.

The entire cost of the research and product development will be borne by the institute and the student will be
encouraged to set up his own startup, assured dean Siddhartha Mukhopadhyay. "Not every idea can be successfully
researched on, but it is important to stumble upon an idea and start researching, even if it has to be abandoned midway.

Latest Comment
If Innovation and research have always been strong points of [IT-Kharagpur, where are the outputs ....... it is like cut...
Read MoreA Siva

Just studying the syllabus will not help. Our students are very creative and do create products in groups of their own
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volition and participate in competitions. There is no reason why these products cannot become part of their curriculum.
Such initiatives will not be called extra-curricular from now on," Mukhopadhyay said.

Some IITs, like IT-Kanpur and IIT-Mumbai, have made projects an optional part of their curricula recently but
[ITKharagpur has decided to increase weightage on projects to encourage students to take up structured research under
faculty guidance. "Our students have designed robo-soccer games, autonomously guided vehicles like drones, they have
collaborated with Isro to design satellites and have even designed Formula 1 cars. So why can't these be their own
projects?" Mukhopadhyay wondered.

"India has reached a stage where we can call ourselves tech-sound but as far as innovations are concerned, our students
still have miles to go. It is a matter of imagination and patronising that imagination through a grid of success-failure
combos that will help students become not just engineers but creators," said lIIT-Kgp director Partha Pratim Chakraborty

I T-R develops satellite-based crop monitoring system, app

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/I1T-R-develops-satellite-based-crop-monitoring-system-
app/articleshow/50644646.cms

Tapan Susheel | TNN | Jan 19, 2016, 10.37 PM IST
ROORKEE: The Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee (1IT-R) claims to have developed a satellite-based
online information system and mobile app for crop monitoring at district level in Uttarakhand.

The electronics and communication engineering department of the institute, which developed the system, says
that they may be able to extend the online platform country-wide in a year or more after uploading data from
other states.

"The online information system is called 'satellite-based agriculture information system' (SBAIS). The website
will soon be in the public domain for general users,” Dharmendra Singh, professor of microwave imaging &
space technology and the principal investigator (PI) of the project, told TOI.

The institute has also developed an app for mobile users to access the online information system.

The state agriculture authorities have expressed satisfaction over the development of the online information
system as it can allow them to inspect land for settlement of crop insurance claims.

"To settle cases of crop insurance of farmers, we have to gather data from our personnel time to time but if
entire information of vegetation in every district is available online, the actual damage would be assessed
faster,” said JP Tiwari, chief district agriculture officer, Haridwar.

RailTel, a Miniratna enterprise of Government of India, has reportedly provided a funding of around Rs 80 lakh
to the institute for the project.

The institute has been working on the project for two years and has collected data on various agricultural factors
beginning from 2011 and including all 13 districts of the state. The salient features of the project, under two
main modules, are monitoring crop health district- and tehsil-wise, and image classification of vegetation of a
particular area.
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11T Gandhinagar introduces dual catering system in hostel
mess

http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/iit-gandhinagar-introduces-dual-catering-system-in-hostel-me-39063429

19 January 2016

How many students do you know who complain about hostel food in college? While institutes would like to
provide students with healthy food, they do not want to compromise on its taste or variety. 1T
Gandhinagar(I1'TGn) has brainstormed an idea to appeal to the taste buds of their students and also keep a check
on the quality of food offered in the hostel mess.

Mess caterers at 1IT Gandhinagar will be indulging in an ongoing catering competition as a part of their daily
job. This year, for the first time an 1T has sent out tenders notices for two mess caterers. While the existing
caterer at the institute was hired last year during October on a one year extendable contract, the new caterer
shall commenced service in the institute mess from next month. Both the caterers are expected to cook myriad
varieties of food daily for the hostel students. Prof Jaison Manjaly, Student Affairs Dean, IITGn, says, "This
idea was brought up by some institute faculty, students and our Director. The purpose of introducing such a
system was to ensure higher quality and more variety of food for students.” This means that students at 1ITGn
will not have to compromise with limited types of food everyday.

When students at IITGn initially heard about this competitive system, they thought it was a rumour. Ritika Jain,
a first year MTech student, said, "I didn't believe this news when to got to know about it. | thought it would be a
temporary arrangement. But | realised that the institute is keen on making this a permanent system." Some other
students were also impressed by the initiative, as such arrangements are very rare to find in other institutes in
India. A third year student at I1TGn said, "When | lived in a coaching institute hostel during my JEE
preparations, we were offered simple and light food at the mess with only a limited variety. Our warden usually
told us to make peace with the quality of food. This is the first time an institute is asking us not to compromise."

Through this new system, the caterers will now compete to attract a larger proportion of the student crowd to eat
their food. Over time, this may indirectly lead to an improvement in the quality of food thus fulfilling the
institute's objective behind starting a dual catering system. According to Prof Manjaly, the institute is also
planning to further implement an assessment system for the caterers. "We are planning to introduce a criteria
wherein if any caterer fails to attract more than 20-25% of the student crowd by the end of the semester, then his
contract will be terminated. This should help to toughen the competition," he said. However, the 25% floor
criteria is still being discussed and may be introduced by next month.

As of now, the students are content with the increase in the choice of food available. However, it will be too
early to gauge the improvement in quality until the next semester.

Duke and 11T Gandhinagar Partner for Research, Education

January 19, 2016

https://global.duke.edu/duke-and-iit-gandhinagar-partner-research-education

Duke and the Indian Institute of Technology Gandhinagar (IITGN) are building a partnership grounded in a
shared vision for excellence in higher education.


http://www.pagalguy.com/articles/iit-gandhinagar-introduces-dual-catering-system-in-hostel-me-39063429
https://global.duke.edu/duke-and-iit-gandhinagar-partner-research-education

Page 12 of 12

[I'T Kharagpur students win prestigious award

Jhimli Mukherjee Pandey | TNN | Jan 20, 2016, 10.11 AM IST

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kolkata/IIT-Kharagpur-students-win-prestigious-
award/articleshow/50649339.cms

Team 'Aces' comprising of four 4th year undergraduate students, Anubhav Goyal, Anush Gupta, Lakshya Kalra and
Shreshtha Mundra of IIT Kharagpur secured 1st place in the finals of the PAN India HULT Prize competition held at [IM
Ahmedabad on January 9. Top 30 teams from all over India had pitched their ideas to a panel of 13 eminent judges.

They will be competing against 50 other teams from across the globe at the Regional Finals of HULT Prize Competition
2016 being held at Boston, for a prize money of $1 million. The other finalists include teams from other prestigious
colleges and universities like Harvard, MIT, and Yale.

The teams were asked to suggest ideas to double the income of people living in crowded urban areas within 5 years. The
winning team 'Aces' had come up with a mobile application along the lines of Mechanical Turk to provide these people
with a means of stable income by utilizing their non-productive broken time. The app basically has simple questions
based on image categorization and text verification. The team will provide this data to research groups and companies
that require this preliminary data processing and transfer the monetary benefits to the people in crowded slums. Yes we
are planning to initiate these ideas. Firstly the team will conduct a pilot in the month of Feb and this pilot will be the
integral part of our pitch at Boston. The development of the mobile app is in the beta stage and is being handled by one
of our team members.

The entrepreneurial spirit of Kharagpur can be estimated from the fact that 5 of the 30 teams at IIM Ahmedabad and 2
of the top 3 teams were from IIT Kharagpur. Team Sanyojan comprising of Ayush Garg, Kartik Pal, Pradeep Kumar
Mittapally and Pradyumna Mishra bagged the 3rd prize and will be competing at the Shanghai Regional Finals.

The idea of Team 'Sanyojan' was to provide B2B Services and promote local entrepreneurship along a Co-operative
Society Model Supported by an Extensive Tech Platform and Micro-financing Schemes. Sanyojan' works on a cooperative
society model to provide a holistic solution. Our enterprise focuses on providing B2B services by connecting people, both
skilled and unskilled, with businesses like Contractors, Security Agencies etc. Workers, employed through our enterprise,
give back to the community by training other people for similar jobs.

The HULT Prize is organized by HULT International Business School in partnership with the Clinton Global Initiative and is
largest student competition globally to solve the world's toughest social challenges. The Hult Prize Foundation is a start-
up accelerator for budding young social entrepreneurs emerging from the world's universities. Named as one of the top
five ideas changing the world by Former US President Bill Clinton and TIME Magazine, the annual competition for the
Hult Prize aims to create and launch the most compelling social business ideas—start-up enterprises that tackle grave
issues faced by billions of people. Winners receive USD1 Million in seed capital, as well as mentorship and advice from
the international business.
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